Comfort Zones

Inside Sacha Vink’s

STUDIO OF WONDERS
Artist Sacha Vink makes dreamlike furniture from old cupboards,
tables and drawers. She also creates extraordinary living mobiles
using combinations of plants and lamps. We take a peak inside
her stylish studio in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
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“I try to create little worlds with these
cupboards [...] like a diorama that you can
collect all your beautiful objects in”
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Tucked away in the back of Sacha Vink’s
workspace is a room best described by the
German word Wunderkammer—a chamber
of wonders. Everywhere you look, there
are treasures: pots of undiluted pigment,
sparkling minerals, sketches, glass bell jars,
cacti, old postcards and verdant plants that
are incorporated into mobiles. Everything
is bathed in the clear light that streams in
through the skylights. Sacha works at an
old wooden table in the middle of the
room, letting her imagination fly freely. A
few of her designs are here, too: a beautiful
wooden cupboard from which an oval
table with ornate legs emerges. And the
aforementioned mobiles made of twisted
branches with plants and old lamps
dangling from them.
“I was trained as a sculptor at the art
academy in Groningen [the Netherlands] and
then completed the Rijksacademie postgraduate program in Amsterdam,” Sacha
says. “What I do now with old furniture and
plants still feels like sculpting to me. For
example, I take a cupboard, then look at
what else I have standing around—like the
chairs and tables or a birdcage—and an
idea starts forming. Next, I take a chainsaw
to it, even if it’s an antique. I started working
like this when I had just left the academy,
in the 1980s. Back then, I found discarded
furniture on the street all the time. Furniture
that had once been made with love and
craftsmanship, and out of gorgeous wood.
Beautifully carved chairs, Biedermeier
tables with rounded legs, old drawers with
exquisite dovetailing... it made my heart
bleed, such a waste! So I would drag these
pieces back to my studio to give them a
second life. I don’t collect furniture from the
street anymore; people bring things to me.
They know what I do with it. The most fun of
all is when someone asks me to redesign a
cupboard, for example. I always ask them

what the story behind
it is. Sometimes it’s
an heirloom they just
don’t know how to
fit in their home.
They think it’s ugly,
but can’t bear to
throw it away. So
then I transform it into
something new that
looks good in a
modern-day house.
I try to create little
7
worlds with these
cupboards, to make
an object that has functionality, but also
inspires your imagination. Like a diorama
that you can collect all your beautiful
objects in. I love diorama boxes. I can
easily spend a whole day looking at all
the details in the old dollhouses they have
in the Rijksmuseum.”
MOMENT OF PEACE
“I’m at my studio every day, from 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. Except when my husband Miguel isn’t
around; then I leave early to be with our two
children after school. I really long to be
here. For me it’s important that I can work
in a place where I feel completely at home
and stimulated at the same time. That’s why
I love this room so much; I can surround
myself with beautiful things I have found or
made. This space in itself is actually a sort
of mini world too. I keep changing things all
the time, otherwise I find myself stagnating.
The cupboards, for example, really need
replacing now, but the plant lamps can
stay for a bit longer. The plants are growing
and continuously changing; I need to take
care of them, which is quite a lot of work, but
working with plants gives me a moment of
peace that I enjoy enormously. I pamper
them completely: I give them a bath,

1. Sacha likes to surround herself with objects that
stimulate her imagination.
2. A collection of cupboards, clocks, tables and
chairs serves as raw material to work with.
3. The larger-than-life heron that Sacha drew
together with her artist friend.
4. A DVD with fairy tales made by silhouette artist
Lotte Reiniger, a favorite of Sacha’s.
5. Sacha’s favorite spot in her studio.
6. Sacha makes new objects out of porcelain,
including furniture.
7. One of Sacha’s living mobiles.

THE NEW LIVING ROOM JUNGLE
We are seeing more and more potted
plants in homes lately. Not lined up on
the windowsill, but displayed in new
and modern ways: little groups of hanging
plants, under bell jars, in mini greenhouses or in glass fish tanks with just
water. It’s as if the living room jungles
of the 1970s are back, only slightly more
civilized this time around. New types of
plant shops cater to this trend, as well
as lifestyle stores that offer a beautiful
range of indoor plants. Check out urbanjunglebloggers.com or #urbanjungle on
Instagram for some green inspiration.
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1. Nature is an important source of inspiration
for Sacha, as well as a source of peace.
2. The restyled cupboards are like dioramas.
This one very literally so, because it’s made for
a music band to project movies onto while
they’re on stage.
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let them drip-dry and then hang them back
in their places. I love to see how the plants
unfurl and the moss grows all around the
iron basket wire. Nature is my inspiration,
and I never get enough of it. Plants, stones,
animals, colors, shapes—everything. You
can see it in the wallpaper I am designing,
too, on the wall here, covered in seedpods.
What I also love doing is sketching largerthan-life drawings of birds, like herons and
storks. I do this together with artist Marie
Vink-Romein. It’s quite extraordinary: we
have the same handwriting and can work
on one drawing together at the same time.
We use stuffed birds as our models. They
are hard to find though, so if anyone has
one we can borrow...”
THE BIG KICK AND THE LITTLE KICK
“I sometimes also work together with a
collective of crafters that I belong to, but
I prefer to work on my own in my studio.
Loneliness is never a problem—on the
contrary, I crave being alone. On the days that
I am immersed in the sawing, hammering
and sanding, I feel like a construction worker.
It’s great work, but physically demanding
because I often have to lift heavy parts when
I am putting a cupboard together. I train very
purposefully in the gym, because I want to
be able to keep this up for a long time. You
can hear me talking to myself, ‘Hmm, so,

how would you do that? Well, I think I’d
start with this and then...’ When I suddenly
realize the best way to construct a cupboard
or a mobile, it feels like falling in love. That’s
the kick that gets me into the studio every
day at 9 a.m. There’s the big kick, which
really makes me super happy, and the little
kick, that makes me giggle. But whichever
kind of kick it is, nine days out of ten, it has
me going home happy.
“The workspace I have here comes pretty
close to being the ideal studio. I could even
live here; it is just the most perfect spot,
particularly for Amsterdam. I am at the back
of the building, in an inner courtyard. It’s very
quiet here; there are no windows to look out
of, only skylights, but I don’t mind because
windows would only distract me. I really
want to just disappear into my own little
cocoon. This is my ivory tower, except it’s
a backyard on the ground floor. It’s my
secret place.
“And yet, the ultimate studio would be a
huge barn with swallows flying in and out.
So, in the country. I’d like to leave the city
behind me. We recently bought a small
house in a tiny village in France, a four-hour
drive from here, that we often go to. For now
it’s enough to go there for a little escape from
the city, and to be closer to nature. But who
knows maybe one day we will move there
permanently. I wouldn’t mind!” ●

TEXT CHRIS MUYRES PHOTOGRAPHY CAROLINE COEHORST

“On the days that I am immersed in the
sawing, hammering and sanding, I feel
like a construction worker”
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